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Greetings Farmers: 

Sincerely, 

 
 
 
Gary Hamilton,  
Agriculture & Natural Resources Agent  
Montgomery County 
ghamilto@uky.edu 

April/May, 2023 
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A CAIP Informational Meeting will be held 
on Thursday, April 20th at 5:30 pm in the 
Montgomery County Education Center at 
104 E. Locust Street, Mt Sterling.  Come 

get your questions answered. Hello Spring 
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University of Kentucky Artificial Insemination & Pregnancy Diagnosis School April 25 and 26 

 On April 25th and 26th, the Woodford County Research Farm will be hosting the UK AI and Pregnan-
cy Diagnosis school. Dr. Les Anderson and partners from Select Sires Midamerica will be leading instruction 
on proper AI procedure as well as pregnancy diagnosis. Class will begin at 9 am each day and end at 4 pm. 
Lunch will be provided. The cost of AI School will be $400 per person, which includes lunch.  

       Those who are interested can register and pay online at https://www.eventbrite.com/
e/605029729207 . If attendees would like to pay with check, they can contact Tyler Purvis at Ta-
pu228@uky.edu or (859) 257-7512 to register, then pay on site. 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fe%2F605029729207&data=05%7C01%7Cghamilto%40UKY.EDU%7Cc29bba1417cb47c0163e08db3549ed52%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C638162363869377506%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fe%2F605029729207&data=05%7C01%7Cghamilto%40UKY.EDU%7Cc29bba1417cb47c0163e08db3549ed52%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C638162363869377506%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3
mailto:Tapu228@uky.edu
mailto:Tapu228@uky.edu
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Forage Timely Tips: April 

 Make sure hay equipment is ready for high quality May harvests. 

 Graze cover crops using temporary fencing. 

 As pasture growth begins, rotate through pastures quickly to keep up with the fast growth 
of spring. 

 Creep-graze calves and lambs, allowing them access to highest-quality pasture. 

 Finish re-seeding winter feeding sites where soil disturbance and sod damage occurred. 

 As pasture growth exceeds the needs of the livestock, remove some fields from the rota-
tion and allow growth to accumulate for hay or haylage. 

 Determine need for supplemental warm season forages such as pearl millet or sudan-
grass. 

 Flash graze pastures newly seeded with clovers to manage competition. 
 

Forage Timely Tips: May 

 Graze cover crops using temporary fencing. 

 As pasture growth begins, rotate through pastures quickly to keep up with the fast growth 
of spring. 

 Creep-graze calves and lambs, allowing them access to highest-quality pasture. 

 As pasture growth exceeds the needs of the livestock, remove some fields from the rota-
tion and allow growth to accumulate for hay or haylage. 

 Determine need for supplemental warm season forages such as pearl millet or sudan-
grass. 

 Flash graze pastures newly seeded with clovers to manage competition. 

 

Soil Sampling—Free to Montgomery County Residents 

 Soil tests are the only way to ensure your ground has the nutrients it 
needs for the upcoming growing season, and with the current high input costs, it 
could help you save money. We are encouraging producers to submit these 
samples to us as early as possible this year to ensure your results are back before you need to 
make your first spring application. 
 
Depending on what you plan to produce, you will need to take different kinds of soil samples. Pro-
duction agriculture fields, lawns, gardens, fruit trees and ornamentals all have unique fertility and 
soil pH requirements. Collect at least 10 soil cores in small areas. Larger fields may need at least 
20 soil cores. Soil samples will also have different depths depending on the tillage system you use.  
 
Samples from tilled areas, gardens, ornamentals and fruit trees, should be taken at 
least 6 to 8 inches deep. Collect soil samples about 4 inches deep in no-till fields and home lawns.  
 
The Extension Office have sample bags and soil probes that you can use.  Submit soil sam-
ples to UK through your local extension office. Agents will send the samples to UK for testing and 
can help you interpret the results. More information on soil samples is available at the Montgomery 
office of the UK Cooperative Extension Service. Your Montgomery County Extension District Board 
will cover the costs of soil tests for Montgomery County Residents. 
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12-Point Checklist to Ensure Your Planter is Ready for the Field 

 With the 2023 planting season officially underway, we will start seeing more row-crop planters roll-
ing in the fields in next few weeks. For growers to have a successful and stress-free planting season, it is im-
portant to make sure that planters are well maintained and ready to go before heading to the field. When it 
comes to planting, preparation is the key as any breakdowns in the field due to 
planter malfunction or planting mistakes can cost growers both valuable time 
and money. We all know that timely and uniform stand establishment is im-
portant to maximize yield potential early in the season and one of the main fac-
tors that can affect crop stand is planter setup and operation as it influences 
where and how uniformly seeds are placed in the soil. Spending time on planter 
setup and preparation to get it field ready goes long way for growers as it not 
only helps minimize downtime in the field but a successful crop stand also sets 
the stage for rest of the season.  

 Before heading to the field, here is a 12-point checklist for growers to 
consider to make sure that your planter is well maintained and dialed in for peak 
performance during planting.     

1. Parallel Linkages – Stand behind the row unit and wiggle it up and down and left and right to check for 
any play in the parallel arms, and adjust or replace linkages and bushings to make sure row units are se-
cured nice and tight on the planter. 

2. Drive System – Check all chains, idlers, sprockets and bushings, and replace any parts that are too worn. 
Make sure all drive chains are snug and do not have any unnecessary jump or vibration when operating. 
Lubricate all chains and sprockets before begin planting and regularly in the season. Additionally, check 
all drive system parts including flex drives, hydraulic drives and lines, and electrical drive systems in-
cluding connectors and wires.   

3. Tire Pressure – Check and maintain proper air pressure in the tires as recommended by the manufacturer 
based on the weight of the planter and planting conditions in the field.  Independent of drive system, im-
proper tire pressure can have negative effects on seed placement due to improper levelling of the planter 
toolbar.      

4. Double Disc Openers – Check that the double disc openers are still sharp and within the diameter toler-
ance outlined by the manufacturer. Replace if they are dull or worn more than half an inch of their origi-
nal diameter. Perform a quick check using a business card to ensure adequate contact (1.75 to 2 inches) 
between the disc openers at the 4 o’clock position.    

5. Gauge Wheels – Inspect the gauge wheels for any cracks or wear. Adjust the gauge wheels so that they 
run tight against the disc openers but just enough so they can easily be turned by hand with slight pres-
sure. Gauge wheels should also move freely up and down without sticking in any position.  

6. Row Cleaners – Check row-cleaners for any wear and replace any bearings if they are not turning freely. 
Floating type row cleaners should also travel up and down to effectively clear soil/crop residue out of the 
way.   

7. Seed Meters – Inspect each seed meter thoroughly for any wear or damaged parts including vacuum 
seals, brushes, scrapers, and doubles eliminator. Ensure that the correct crop kit (for newer meters) is in-
stalled in the meter. If not utilizing a seed monitor (capable of by-row feedback) during planting, it is also 
recommended to run the seed meters on a test stand to check performance and make any necessary ad-
justments.    

8. Seed Tube – Check seed tubes for any cracks and wear at the bottom. Seed tubes should also be cleaned 
properly to clear any debris or obstructions (seed, cobweb, etc.). Make sure that the seed sensor is secured 
properly to the tube and working as intended. 
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Civil Rights Act-Compliant statement  - The College of Agriculture, Food and Environment is an Equal Opportunity 
Organization with respect to education and employment and authorization to provide research, education information 
and other services only to individuals and institutions that function without regard to economic or social status and will 
not discriminate on the bases of race, color, ethnic origin, creed, religion, political belief, sex, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, gender expression, pregnancy, marital status, genetic information, age, veteran status, or physical or mental 
disability.  Inquiries regarding compliance with Title VI and Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Educa-
tional Amendments, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act and other related matter should be directed to Equal Oppor-
tunity Office, College of Agriculture, Food and Environment, University of Kentucky, Room S-105, Agriculture Science 
Building, North Lexington, Kentucky 40546, the UK Office of Institutional Equity and Equal Opportunity, 13 Main Build-
ing, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40506-0032 or US Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secre-
tary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410.  
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9. Closing Wheels – Check that closing wheels are centered directly over the center of the row. Inspect clos-
ing wheels for any wear or play in the arms and replace parts or adjust as needed.   

 
10.  Vacuum – Inspect the whole vacuum system including hydraulic motor, fan and hoses for any wear, leaks 
 or loose fittings. Check that vacuum hoses are attached properly to the manifold and to the seed meters on 
 each row unit.   

 
11. Downforce – For mechanical (spring type) systems, check all the components thoroughly and make sure   

different downforce adjustments can be made easily. For pneumatic or hydraulic systems, inspect all air or 
hydraulic connections carefully and perform a static diagnostic test to verify that the downforce system is 
functioning properly. This includes the compressor for air systems, in some cases it stays in the cab and 
can be neglected.   

 
12.  Technology – Check that the GPS receiver and planter display have the most recent firmware upgrades 
 installed and are functioning properly. Check if the GPS correction subscription services and any other 
 display unlocks for advanced planting features are activated and paid for rest of the season. Perform a 
 thorough inspection of all technology components including sensors, harnesses, ECU’s and connections to 
 ensure everything is connected and functioning properly. Also, make sure to back up planting data from 
 the previous season on a computer or an external storage device before start recording this year’s data.  

 Keep in mind that once in the field, growers should get out of the tractor and check seed depth, place-
ment and seed-to-soil contact during the first pass, and adjust planter settings as needed to optimize planter 
performance within each field. Also, check all of these parameters anytime field conditions change drastically, 
and especially when changing crops. Source: Simer Virk and Wes Porter. 
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FARM EQUIPMENT FOR RENT for  

MONTGOMERY COUNTY RESIDENTS 

SPRAYER 

Owner:   Montgomery County Cattlemen Association 
Location:  608 Airport Road, Mt Sterling KY 40353 
Description:  300 gallon boomless sprayer 
Rental Fee:  $25 per day 
Hookup Fee:  $20 
Deposit:   None 
 

NO TILL DRILL  

Owner: Montgomery County Cattlemen; Montgomery County  
 Extension Service; Montgomery Co. Conservation District 
Location: 608 Airport Road, Mt Sterling KY  40353 
Description:  10 Foot Hay Buster 107 C No Till Drill 
Rental Fee: $80 a day or $8 per acre – minimum of $80 per day 
Hookup Fee: $30 
Deposit: $250 – refundable only if clean when returned 
 
 

BALE WRAPPER 
Owner: Montgomery County Cattlemen Association 
Location: 608 Airport Road, Mt Sterling KY 40353 
Description: Anderson Bale Wrapper 
Rental Fee: $100 a day 
Hookup Fee: $50 
Deposit: $250—Fully Refundable when returned damage free 
 
CATTLE HANDLING FACILITIES 

Owner:  Montgomery County Cattlemen Association 
Location: 608 Airport Road, Mt Sterling KY  40353 
Description:  Corral Panels 
Rental Fee: $20 per day 
Hookup Fee: $20 
Deposit: None 
 
Owner:  Montgomery County Cattlemen Association 
Location: 608 Airport Road, Mt Sterling KY  40353 
Description:  Townsend Cattle Scales 
Rental Fee: $20 per day 
Hookup Fee: $20 
Deposit: None 
 

Owner:  Montgomery County Cattlemen Association 
Location: 608 Airport Road, Mt Sterling KY  40353 
Description:  Townsend Squeeze Chute 
Rental Fee: $20 per day 
Hookup Fee: $20 
Deposit: None 
 
 Contact Daniel Spencer at 859-585-0697 or 

 Byron Craycraft at 859-274-6796 for rental 
of any of the pieces of equipment. 
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Home Vegetable  
Gardening Books  
Available at the  

Extension Office. 

William Reffitt Named 
2022 Montgomery 

County Beef Producer 
of the Year 

 

At the February meeting of 
the Montgomery County Cat-
tlemen’s Association, William 
Reffitt was awarded as the 
2022 Montgomery County 
Beef Producer of the Year. 
William was presented with a 
plaque and jacket. Pictured L 
to R: Committee Member, 
Dwain Ginter, Hazel Reffitt, 
William Reffitt and Past Pres-
ident, Alice Ward. 

 


