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Happy Summer! Gardens are growing and

bees are buzzing. We are also buzzing at the

extension office with exciting programs to offer

you. Flip through these pages to see some of

the summer fun you, your family, and your

friends can have! 

The QR Code is still here and ready for your

ideas so give it a scan. See you all soon!
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A Gardener’s Toolkit
Montgomery County Cooperative Extension presents

a Bi-weekly Series from May to August
hosted by Cheyenne Lamb, Horticulture Agent

Cheyenne Lamb

Montgomery Horticulture

If you have signed up for the toolkit series this is a reminder for the

June and July classes

June 2  at 5:00 p.m.nd

June 16  Session is cancelled but the content will still be coveredth

June 30   at 5:00 p.m.th

July 7  at 5:00 p.m.th

July 21  at 5:00 p.m.st



Join Horticulture agent, Cheyenne Lamb, and
Family Consumer Science agent, Sarah Congleton

on Monday, June 30  at 11:00 a.m.th

to learn about berries from planting to harvest.
There will be a short presentation about planting,
growing, and harvesting berries then a berry bite

demonstration and sample.
Spots are limited so be sure to call and sign up!

Red, White, and
Berries

Montgomery County Extension Office
Education Center

(859) 498-8741
Cheyenne Lamb

CEA for Horticulture

cheyenne.lamb@uky.edu



Saucers
&

Succulents
Join our horticulture agent, Cheyenne Lamb on

Thursday, July 17 at 11:00 a.m.
to make a tea cup succulent planter.

There will be a short presentation about
succulent care then you can make your own

planter with a succulent to take home!
Spots are limited so be sure to call and sign up!

Montgomery County
Extension Office
Education Center

(859) 498-8741

Cheyenne Lamb

CEA for Horticulture

cheyenne.lamb@uky.edu



Horticulture Research Farm

Twilight Tour

Save the Date

July 22, 2025
6-8pm

4321 Emmert Farm Ln,
Lexington, KY 40514

To register scan the QR Code in the corner.

To ride with Montgomery County call the office at (859) 498-8741. 
We will be taking people until all the seats are filled.

You do have the option to drive yourself. 
EVERYONE MUST REGISTER ON QUALTRICS IF YOU PLAN TO GO.



This edition of “Horticulture Happenings” covers two months

so I have added one pest profile that covers several species

that are common in the summer months. While these may

not be 100% garden pests they have an impact on our

summer hobbies. 

Our pests are Hive Wasps. This pest profile comes from The

University of Kentucky Entomology Critter Files. It was

curated by Ric Bessin and Blake Newton, University of

Kentucky. The Kentucky Critter Files are maintained by

Blake Newton, Department of Entomology, University of

Kentucky.

Information provided to you by Cheyenne Lamb,

Montgomery County Horticulture Agent. 

Feel free to get in touch with me at cheyenne.lamb@uky.edu

or call me at (859) 417-7080 or stop by my office located at

the Montgomery County Extension Office Annex building, 102

E. Locust Street, Mt. Sterling, KY 40353.

Integrated Pest Management

Corner



WHAT ARE HIVE WASPS?

Paper Wasps, Hornets, and Yellowjackets are a group of closely related wasps in the family Vespidae.

Like all wasps, these have four transparent or translucent wings and chewing mouthparts. All of the

wasps mentioned on this page live in social colonies in above- or below-ground hives. It can be diff icult

to distinguish hive wasps from some of the larger solitary wasps. The best way is to observe behavior:

hive wasps will remain close to their hive and return to it often during their daily routine. Also, many

hive wasps have distinct patterns of red-and-black, white-and-black, or yellow-and-black (although

some solitary wasps have similar color patterns). Adult body length can be up to 1 1/8".

LIFE CYCLE

Like all wasps, paper wasps, hornets, and yellowjackets have complete metamorphosis with egg, larva,

pupa, and adult stages. Because these wasps live in social colonies, all of the immature life stages are

kept inside the hive and are rarely seen. Hive wasp larvae are soft and maggot-like and live inside

small cells within the hive, where they also pupate. Eggs are laid by the dominant queens. The majority

of the members of a hive are female. Only a few males appear each year, and their role is to fertilize

queens. Queens lay eggs during warm months. When the eggs hatch, the helpless larvae are fed by

workers. During winter months, all of the colony dies except for a few egg-baring females who hide in

protected areas until the following spring. Each hive or nest consists of very closely related siblings.

Wasps from different hives do not work together. 

ECOLOGY

Paper wasps, hornets, and yellowjackets are social insects that live and work together in hives.

Workers patrol the local environment for food and bring it back to the hive to feed larvae and other

hive members. Hive wasps are omnivores, and gather a wide variety of food, but insects and other

arthropods are a primary food. Hornet, yellowjacket, and wasp hives often have dozens or hundreds of

members. Members of a single hive can catch and eat thousands of insects, including pest species. In

addition to gathering food, workers also labor to build hives. Hives are complex structures made of a

paper-like substance that the wasps make from partially chewed wood. Worker wasps are equipped

with stingers, and they use these weapons to defend their hives from predators (wasp larvae are a very

good food source for many predators, including mammals, birds, and insects). Hive wasps are very

tough, but they are sometimes killed and eaten by birds, spiders, and other insects.

PEST STATUS

Although paper wasps, hornets, and yellowjackets eat lots of pest insects and are often benef icial to

humans, hives that exist close to human environments can cause problems. In fact, wasps, hornets, and

yellowjackets can be a serious medical concern, especially for people who are allergic to their stings. 

HIVE WASP FACTS

The stings of worker wasps, hornets, and yellowjackets are modif ied egg-laying structures called

"ovipositors." Because workers do not lay eggs, their ovipositors are used only for stinging. 

Although all of the wasps mentioned on this page are in the family Vespidae, not all wasps in this family

live in hives. Some are solitary and live alone in small burrows.

hive wasps



common hive wasps in kentucky



This edition of “Horticulture Happenings” produce profile is

tomato. This article comes from Kentucky State University

Extension. It was written by Dr. Leigh Whittinghill, Assistant

Professor of Urban Agriculture.

Information provided to you by Cheyenne Lamb,

Montgomery County Horticulture Agent. 

Feel free to get in touch with me at cheyenne.lamb@uky.edu

or call me at (859) 417-7080 or stop by my office located at

the Montgomery County Extension Office Annex building, 102

E. Locust Street, Mt. Sterling, KY 40353.

produce Profile







Let’s get cooking


